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Chris,

this is the additional comment on Section B.2, p. B-5, as we discussed yesterday:

The text states that Region IX PRGs for tap water assume ingestion during residential land use, and that
the groundwater within the contaminated are is not currently being used and is unlikely to be used in the
future because of high TDS. The text then speculates on future land use of the site remaining
commercial/industrial.
The State Antidegradation Policy (State Water Resources Control Board Resolution No. 68-16), adapted
in the Water Quality Control Plan, Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan) does not allow the degradation of the
quality of existing groundwater, regardless of whether the existing groundwater meets the Water Quality
Objectives specified in the Basin Plan. The high TDS of the shallow groundwater within the Phase 1 a Area
is such existing, local condition. The shallow groundwater beneath the site has to be considered a part of
the entire aquifer system. The Omega site is located within a recharge area of the Los Angeles Basin
where vertical mixing of atmospheric water occurs to the depths of regional aquifers (Reichard et al.,
2003). Consequently, contamination in shallow groundwater within this area can impact drinking water
aquifers in the basin.

Stan and Rich should also look at this and specify a risk assessment requirement.

Tom
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